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Editor's Note 
December is almost here and everyone is beginning to realize how fast
the  year  has  moved  and  reflect  on  what  personal  or  professional
achievements they have made. While we think about our lives, we ought
to think about our children, Uganda’s future!

To this end, we continue to share with you progress on the efforts to
safeguard the welfare of children in  terms of policy,  research and
ongoing  debates.  This  issue provides  key  highlights  of  the National
Integrated Early Childhood Development policy, status of child poverty
and  deprivation  in  Uganda,  child  labour  in  gold  mines  as  well  as
predictors of violence among children.

We hope you find it informative as we strive to ensure that children
reach their full potential! If you have a story, comment or question,
email us at eprc@eprcug.org. We look forward to hearing from you.

         First National Social Service
Delivery Equity Atlas Launched

The  Ministry  of  Finance  planning  and  Economic  Development  (MoFPED),  Economic  Policy
Research Centre (EPRC) and UNICEF have launched Uganda’s first ever National Social Service
Delivery Equity Atlas putting the “Rethinking Public Finance for Children: Monitoring for Results”
initiative a notch higher.

NEW DEVELOPMENTS
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Margaret  Kakande,  the  Head  of  Budget  Monitoring  and  Analysis  Unit,  MoFPED,  briefs  journalists

about Uganda’s first ever National Social Service Delivery Equity Atlas (right). Photos by Mouris Opolot.

The launch took place during a Public Financing for Children (PF4C) Conference held at EPRC
conference hall on 26th October 2016. The Atlas specifically provides analysis on the impact of
public investments on social outcomes like school completion rates; antenatal care visits and
improved water source functionality among others. Read More...

Uganda Launches National
Integrated Early Childhood
Development (NIECD) Policy

Key Messages
in the NIECD
Policy

On  15th  September  2016,  Uganda
launched  her  National  Early  Childhood
Development (NIECD) Policy.

This policy has harmonized earlier efforts
towards  Early  Childhood  Development
(ECD)  and  emphasizes  a  complementary
set  of  services  and  interventions  to
address  children’s  needs  ranging  from
health care, nutrition, emotional,  psycho-
social stimulation, sanitation and hygiene,
protection and cognitive development.

Holistic child
development:
Previous fragmented
efforts towards
early childhood
development have
been consolidated
into a single policy
that will address
needs of children in
education, health,
nutrition, child care
and protection,
water and sanitation
and local
government. ECD will
also be
mainstreamed in
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Fully  anchored  in  the  National
Development Plan (NDP II), the role of the
NIECD policy is to provide an environment
for children to thrive physically, mentally,
socially,  emotionally  and  morally  from
conception to eight years.

The NIECD policy is also accompanied by
guiding  principles  that  highlight  rights  of
children  and  responsibilities  of  duty
bearers.

For  effective  implementation  government
has  pledged  to  mobilize  and  avail  the
requisite funds as well as mainstream ECD
in  existing  policy  frameworks. See
Document...

other initiatives to
allow comprehensive
multi-sectoral
approach to
childhood
development.

Government has
pledged to increase
funding for ECD:
Although
government has
previously
underfunded early
childhood
development, 1.2
trillion shillings has
now been earmarked
for five years.

Government will
partner with private
sector to increase
investment in
ECD: Considering
that most ECD
centers are privately
owned, government
intends to leverage
on financial and
technical capacity of
the private sector to
promote investment
in early childhood
development 

The EAC holds its 2nd Child Rights Conference
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Between  25th  and  26th  August  2016,  children  from  the  east  African  states
converged  in  Nairobi  to  develop  strategies  for  their  less  privileged  counterparts
under the theme, “Coordinated and Sustained Investment in Children”.

During  the  gathering, EALA  legislators  called  for  increased  assertiveness,
knowledge of  rights  and concerted  protection  for  children.  Hon Jesca Eriyo,  the
Deputy  Secretary  General,  Productive  and  Social  Sectors,  reiterated  the  EAC's
commitment to children protection, especially for the girl child.

She further highlighted that the EAC had a robust health care system, is currently
harmonising  education  sector  and  will  jointly  address  challenges  of  food  and
nutrition security. This is the first joint event the EAC has held with regard to children
since the adoption of the EAC Child Policy in March 2016. Read More...

Leveraging on partnerships to end child marriage

In 2011 civil society organizations united to form “girls not brides”, a coalition to end
child  marriage.   With  the  objective  of  working  together  to  increase  awareness,
facilitate collaborative learning and strengthen political will, five years later, girls not
brides  has  partnered  with  UN  agencies,  governments,  donors  and  community
leaders to protect the girl child.

Notable among their achievements are increased awareness about the detrimental
effects  of  child  marriage,  consensus  on  action  points  to  eliminate  the  vice,
strengthened legal and policy frameworks in some member countries and increased
funding for programmes aimed at protecting young girls. As the international day of
the girl child draws closer, we can learn on the power of working together.

SUCCESS STORY
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To complement what government has done, Promoting Equality in African Schools
(PEAS), a public private partnership initiative started operating in Uganda in 2008. A
survey conducted  by the Economic  Policy  Research Centre  (EPRC)  reports  PEAS

*|MC:SUBJECT|* file:///F:/web/pf4c/newsletter/UGANDA CHILDRENs DIGEST 2016 ...

5 of 9 2017/03/02 8:54 AM



students as having better literacy and numeracy skills than those in government
schools.

Gains  under  the  PEAS  public  private  initiative  is  attributed  to  functional  Parent
Teacher Associations (PTAs), better child protection, continuous staff performance
monitoring,  less  teacher  absenteeism  and  higher  student  participation  during
classes. See Details

Physical torture is an example
of violence against children.
Photo by FAPAD.

Patterns and predictors of
violence against children in
Uganda
Using 3,706 pupils in primary 5, 6 and 7 attending
42 primary schools in Luweero district,  this study
predicted  patterns  of  physical,  sexual  and
emotional  violence  in  Uganda.  Results  indicated
that 94.4% of respondents had experienced some
form of physical violence. The lowest probability of
exposure to violence occurred at school compared
to  violence  perpetrated  from  home,  by
boyfriends/girlfriends,  unrelated  adults  outside
school or peers. See Report...

Ugandans use child labor in
gold mines
With  Uganda’s  largely  young  population,  high
levels  of  poverty  and  inept  education  system,
children have become highly vulnerable.
Studies  in  Mubende  district  exposed  the
predicament of Ugandan children who in addition
to attending primary school have to spare time to
work as artisans in mine fields.

Orphans who have no opportunity to attend school
are miners throughout the year. Children working in
mine fields are also reported to have slim chances
of joining secondary school. See Report...

Linking nutrition and physical

RESEARCH
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/intellectual development
An investigation into nutritional status and
milestone development of 6- to 8-month-old
children in SouthWestern Uganda established
that child development was positively and
significantly associated with nutritional status.
The study proposes available options for
tackling under nutrition among children. See
Report...

To Help Kids Thrive,
Coach Their Parents

“If  we  want  to  improve
children’s  opportunities  for
success,  one  of  the  most
powerful  potential  levers  for
change  is  not  the  children
themselves,  but  rather  the
attitudes, beliefs and behaviors
of  the  adults  who  surround
them,” Paul Tough writes in an
opinion on the New York Times,
dated  May  21,  2016. Read
More...

Tough times for the first
lady as education sector
flounders

"Uganda's  free  primary
education increased enrollment
at  the  expense  of  quality  and
completion.  Additionally,
funding  constraints  and
continuous teacher absenteeism
present  an  enormous  task  for
Uganda’s  first  lady  who  also
doubles  as  the  minister  for
education," Writes Anita Ntale,
a Research Analyst with EPRC.
Read More...

COMMENTARIES & BLOGS
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Early Childhood Development
in Uganda’s Education Sector
Uganda  recognizes  pre-primary
education  as  the  first  step  to
education.  However,  less than 10%
of  children  aged  between  2  and  5
access pre-primary education.
This fact sheet features the progress
Uganda has made in terms of other
indicators  for  Early  Childhood
Development (ECD) in the education
sector? Download

Child Poverty and Deprivation
in Uganda
In  Uganda,  55  percent  of  children
aged 0-4 years live in child poverty
while  24  percent  live  in
extreme/absolute poverty.
This fact sheet summaries  why child
poverty matters by highlighting the  7
dimensions in which poverty prevails
among  children  and  puts  forth  the
necessary  policy  recommendations
to address child poverty. Download

www.eprcug.org eprcm@eprcug.org EPRC_official

EPRCUganda EprcugOrgUg economic-policy-research-centre
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Our mailing address is:

PUBLICATIONS
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eprc@eprcug.org
Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can Subscribe to our newsletter or Unsubscribe
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